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./."V- Since the President 1 s JTovesber 20 press conference Soviet propagandists 
-•*' have increasingly asserted that the OS has already given a coasitaeat sot X© 
* j- lavade Ci&a, Soviet eoaaentetcra interpret the President's reference to bis 
Septeaber stateacat — *ve shall neither initiate nor persit aggression In this 
hemisphere* — as Constituting a valid non-invasion pledge, 

~" ^ine Verged Agtln. This nerfcs tLe second reversal in the Soviet line on 

this Batter, ' 2s reply to the President's October 27 letter, IhrusbcbevU 
* 'xttssaie' of the next day and fellevap propaganda held that the OS had already 
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given a aca-iavasioa guarantee. 
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}$ce 9 vith the aaa©s*eeaeat of the vithdraval 'of the 2L-»26s, Xcsecv 

* returns to the i*5ee that & valid pledge has Lean aade and that the Zhrashchsv- 

• Seaaedy bargain has thus in effect been ccnsissated, 

•%/•••• 'Cffi^rart y}ft ft< g Q r-tttetrt. ^e Soviet tsies's treataest c£'the • 
"•" President's press eeaferenf is disaetrie&lly opposed to that of Peiping 
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that the President- said there veol& be no j*ic* in the Caribbean' 1 ~ ""— V. • 
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attacptad to dissociata tb« Prcsidsat frcs dssaads Tor rorific&tion a&d cvar- 
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flights, ascribing tbta' to raaas*d •axtrasists,* 
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Koseov will ittk to fortify tha irprassiea* 
.'•;: ' of a oes^Qjtod otrgaia aad ttas festtraas ths Castro regis*, peasant its eua 

' position ia Cifea, aastrslis* Cbiaass attacks oa Soriat-Cribaa policy aad, finally, 
• /■' us* tba'aad of tfea crisis as a syriaffooard for aagetiatioas oa oths? sdbj«cts« 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
BUREAU OF INTELLIGENCE AND RESEARCH 

TO: The Secretary 

THROUGH: S/S 

FROM: INR - Roger Hilsman 

INTELLIGENCE NOTE: MOSCOW CLAIMS US HAS GIVEN NON-INVASION PLEDGE 

Since the President's November 20 press conference Soviet propagandists 
have increasingly asserted that the US has already given a commitment not to 
invade Cuba. Soviet commentators interpret the President's reference to his 
September statement - "we shall neither initiate nor permit aggression in this 
hemisphere" - as constituting a valid non-invasion pledge. 

Line Reversed Again . This marks the second reversal in the Soviet line on 
this matter. In reply to the President's October 27 letter, Khrushchev's 
message of the next day and followup propaganda held that the US had already 
given a non-invasion guarantee. 


[Excised] 

Now, with the announcement of the withdrawal of the II -28s, Moscow 
returns to the idea that a valid pledge has been made and the Khrushchev- 
Kennedy bargain has thus in effect been consummated. 

Contrast with Chicom Treatment . The Soviet Union's treatment of the 
President's press conference is diametrically opposed t: that of Peiping 
which claimed that the President said there would be no peace, in the Caribbean 
unless US demands for inspection and verification were mer. The contrast was 
especially pronounced in the Polyanov Izvestiya article of November 21 which 


attempted to dissociate the President from demands for verification and over- 
flights, ascribing them to unnamed "extremists." 
Future Tactics . 


[Excised] 

Moscow will seek to fortify the "impression" 
of a completed bargain and thus buttress the Castro regime, preserve its own 
position in Cuba, neutralize Chinese attacks on Soviet-Cuban policy and, 
finally, use the end of the crisis as a springboard for negotiations on other 
subjects. 


